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Matt's journey is a compelling 
narrative of faith, resilience, and 
transformation. Raised in a family 
that, despite financial struggles, was 
rich in love and faith, Matt learned 
the importance of spirituality early 
in life. His father fondly recalls 
how Matt, unlike other children, 
would proudly carry his little Bible, 
signifying his deep-rooted faith.

However, life soon presented 
Matt with formidable challenges. 
Struggling with addiction to Xanax 
and alcohol, he faced severe health repercussions and had to seek 
rehabilitation. The turning point in his life came with the tragic suicide 
of his sister. Reflecting on the haunting last conversation with her, Matt 
said, "She called me randomly and said, ‘Hi Brother.’ then she told me 
she loved me and would see me later. That memory really messed with 
my mind." This event plunged him into a dark abyss of grief and despair.

In his search for peace, Matt retreated to the mountains, finding 
temporary solace in solitude and sobriety with God. But reality 
beckoned, and financial constraints forced him to return, only to face 
rejection from his family because of his sudden departure. He recalls, 
"My wife was like, well, you're not coming here!"

Homelessness led Matt to the streets of Gainesville, where he succumbed 
to methamphetamine, a new low in his life. In this darkness, Matt found 
hope in the New Beginnings Addiction Recovery Program at Faith Mission. 
The sight of someone mopping the floor when he woke up that first morning 
symbolized the start of his transformative journey. The program's rigors 
were a path to recovery, guided by the truths he learned from God’s Word.

Through these experiences, Matt's faith deepened. He understood that 
his life's course was not in his hands, but in God's. "God is ultimately in 
control," he reflected, “Just being able to see God work in my life and 
my family and knowing I have a direct line of communication with the 
One who takes care of all that stuff gives me peace.”

Matt's story, replete with trials and tribulations, is a testament to the 
transformative power of his faith in God and his willingness to change. 
Matt has been restored to his family and he and his daughter are 
volunteering at the homeless shelter in his hometown.

Matt’s Journey

*Names may have been changed to protect privacy

 Because of You...
Homelessness and addiction disrupt the lives of countless men, 

women and children. Because of you, Wichita Falls Faith Mission 

stands ready with vital programs and services to lead them toward 

self-sufficiency.

As you read these stories of life-change, you can be sure that your 

support made it all possible.

On behalf of those we serve, “Thank You” for making it all possible.

Every Story Matters,

Steve Sparks
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