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vital the addiction 
recovery program 
is. “This program 
is where lives are 
put back together. 
I can’t imagine our 
community not having 
this service available. It is 
the right thing to do, it’s the moral thing to do. It would 
be my hope that people could find one hour, two hours a 
week, a month to step outside of themselves and to just 
volunteer here, just for the sake of giving. Because they are 
the ones who will receive the blessing.”

“The staff are very giving, they’re very kind, they’re very 
gentle. They deal with some complicated individuals who’ve 
gotten themselves in some tough spots. There is a lot of love 

here, and sometimes tough love. But you’ve got to hold people 
responsible, but you can do that with love.”

“My life is richer. I’m more at peace with my own self 
because I volunteer here.”

Let me say “Thank You” for being a part of a fresh start.  
All the support we receive from this community makes it 
possible to meet people where they are and serve them.  
Your prayers and contributions make it all possible.

Thank you again and remember, “Every Story Matters.”

Steve Sparks
CEO

WE ARE ABOUT TO ENTER my favorite season, namely 
Spring.  I love the sights, the smells and even the sounds of 
new life all around.  I can hardly wait until the cold winter 
days are in the rear-view mirror and the warm, sunny days 
replace them.

In some ways, every day is spring at our shelters because 
we get to see God change lives and give a fresh start to men, 
women and families.

It doesn’t happen automatically, but for those who are 
willing to put in the work, starting over is possible.

A FRESH START

RECENTLY, STEVE STARTED VOLUNTEERING at 
Wichita Falls Faith Mission (WFFM). He began serving meals 
with some friends from New Hope and Trinity Presbyterian 
churches. He now teaches bible study at both shelters.

“There’s something about giving back. Scripture tells us 
that it’s more blessed to give than it is to receive, and that’s 
what it is about.” 

“We all go through turmoil and challenges in our lives, 
but we can help someone understand that they are not dead 
ends, and we can take Christ at His word when he says, 
“behold, I make all things new.” It’s our job to help individuals 
see something inside themselves or realize something that 
they’d never known before. One of my most pleasurable 
moments here is to see individuals graduate. I love seeing 
how the individuals have changed, their success from the 
time they come into WFFM to the time they graduate.

“There was a time when I wasn’t sure about WFFM and the 
individuals associated with it. I thought they were individuals 
who were just passing through the area.” Steve became 
more involved with WFFM and started to understand how 
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leave the house. Having nowhere to 
go, he went to the Faith Mission.

Kevin found Faith Mission while 
looking through a convenience store 
phone book for homeless shelters. 
He came to the mission looking for 
shelter and found so much more. 

“They provided everything I 
needed …three meals a day, a shower, 
and a place to sleep.” While at the 
mission, Kevin met Kyle, our Men’s 
Case Manager and together they began 
to work on a plan for Kevin’s future. 
Kyle helped Kevin work through the 
paperwork to get housing. He also 

STORIES FROM
      FAITH MISSION 

WHEN KEVIN’S MARRIAGE ended, 
he lost custody of his two kids and 
didn’t have any contact with them 
for over 12 years. Six months after 
the divorce, he lost his mother. He 
remarried and began experimenting 
with methamphetamines. His life 
began to spiral out of control.

During an investigation by Child 
Protective Services, he decided that his 
children were more important than the 
drugs so he “dropped them.” He has 
been clean ever since

On one particular day, an argument 
with his wife escalated and the police 
were called. It was suggested that he 

helped ease Kevin’s stay by helping 
him relieve his anxiety. Kevin is prone 
to seizures that are brought on by 
stress.

The waiting list for housing was 
13 months, but Kevin persevered and 
finally got that apartment he had been 
waiting for. He says his next goal is to 
save his money and get a car.

“If it weren’t for the Faith Mission, 
I would be out on the streets 

probably getting in trouble or 
dead. These were the only people 

who cared and listened.”

WICHITA FALLS FAITH MISSION 
BICYCLING TEAM
DID YOU KNOW that we have a bicycling team? Staff and programmers at 
Faith Mission and Faith Refuge have teamed up to form a bicycling team. 
The goal is to ride in this year’s Hotter’n Hell 100 on August 26th. We have 
been able to help provide bikes and helmets to those who are wanting to ride, 
but we could use your help. We still need some equipment like water bottles, 
water bottle cages, tires, tubes, and bike tire patch kits. Please donate.



STORIES FROM
          FAITH REFUGE 

MYKAELA HAD A ROUGH CHILDHOOD. She lost her 
dad when she was nine and her mother started to abuse 
prescription medications. She and her three siblings were 
removed from their home and put into foster care because. 
She was eventually adopted by a family and separated from 
her siblings. 

At 18 Mykaela started using meth. It was her way to cope 
with everything going on in her life. The places she went and 
the people she associated with led to repeated physical and 
sexual abuse, so she turned to drugs and alcohol to ease the 
pain.

She eventually was arrested and in jail she had a lot of 
time to think about her life. She said, “It wasn’t until I found 
myself in jail that I really wanted to change.” She overheard 
the ladies in jail talking about an addiction recovery program 
at Faith Refuge. “They were talking about how good it is and 
that it has a good success rate.” The judge and her attorney 
agreed that Faith Refuge would be a good place for Mykaela.

Mykaela arrived at Faith Refuge with questions about 
God. She wasn’t sure she wanted Him in her life. Soon she 

was surrounded by the loving staff and other ladies in the 
program. She gave her life to God and found a local church 
where she felt loved and accepted. “I feel like a totally 
different person.”

Currently Mykaela has a daughter who is in foster 
care. She is working hard to show the authorities that she 
is a changed person. Her faith is growing each day and she 
admits, “I cannot do anything without God’s help.”

Mykaela would like to say thank you to the staff and 
everyone who supports Faith Refuge. 

She is very confident in the future and allowing God to 
be in control of her life.

Cleaning out your closet or garage this spring? Please consider 
donating your items to Faith Resale. 100% of your donations 
stay local and help the programs and services of Wichita Falls 
Faith Mission. You can drop off your donations at Faith Resale 
& Donation Center, Faith Resale Downtown or Faith Mission.

FAITH RESALE DONATIONS
NEEDS LIST

Bottled Water

Men’s and Women’s 
tennis shoes (all sizes)

Men’s and Women’s pants 
(all sizes)

Men’s and Women’s underwear (all sizes)

Travel size toiletries 
(shampoo, conditioner, 

deodorant, razors, soap)

Canned vegetables


