
EDNA DIDN’T REMEMBER anything 
after she was shot in the face with a 
shotgun. She was quickly airlifted to the 
hospital where the doctors and nurses 
worked to save her life and deliver her 
son, 6 weeks premature. Because of the 
damage done to her brain, she doesn’t 
remember holding her son until he 
was 13 months old. Edna was never 
the target of the gunshot; she was an 
innocent bystander.

Using drugs was her way to 
cope. It was Cocaine at first, then she 
transitioned to other drugs. After 33 
years, she found herself on an endless 
roller coaster ride of abusing alcohol, 
drugs, and jail. However, this time she 
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was looking at 7 years in jail and had 
lost custody of her youngest child. 
The pastor who was working with the 
local jail approached her about Faith 
Refuge. She wanted to get into the 
New Beginnings addiction recovery 
program but did not know until the 
last minute if she would be accepted.

“I didn’t know places like Faith 
Refuge existed,” Edna said. “A place 
where they care about you and treat 
you humanely. This is the first place 
that has accepted me for who I am, … 
here they change lives. I have never in 
my life felt more welcome, more love, 
more full of God. I mean, literally in 
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every nook and cranny of this place, 
you can feel the presence of God. And 
that is no joke.”

When Edna graduates from the 
New Beginnings Program, she hopes 
to get reacquainted with her four 
children. Her goal is to work in ministry 
by spreading the message of Jesus.

Alcohol prep swabs

Clorox wipes, Lysol spray, bleach

Paper towels, napkins

Family size tea bags, coffee 

Sugar, creamer 
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THE HEADLINES are full of tragedy and suffering all 
over the world. It is a rare occasion to read about or hear a 
report on someone overcoming and being successful. Good 
news doesn’t sell papers. But it is happening, nonetheless.

Helen Keller once said, “Although the world is full of 
suffering, it is also full of the overcoming of it.” 

This newsletter contains stories about overcomers. 
They tell of individuals who could have given up or 
given in to their circumstances. Men and women who 
placed their faith in God and said, “I will trust You.” The 
change didn’t always happen overnight or without a 

in an addiction 
r e c o v e r y 
program. His 
b r o t h e r  i s 
currently in an 
addiction recovery program as well 
and his mother recently completed a 
program and is doing well.

Inspired by her success, Kaydon 
came to Faith Mission with his eye 
already cloudy. We were able to 
get Kaydon an appointment with 
an ophthalmologist in Dallas. And 
because of supporters like you, 
Kaydon was able to get a second 
cornea transplant. The surgery was 
successful!

When Kaydon graduates from 
Faith Mission, he hopes to get 
reacquainted with his family and to 
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KAYDON WAS LIVING in the 
basement of his grandmother’s house 
when his eye became infected. Soon 
his eye was swollen, so he went to the 
emergency room. He was diagnosed 
with a cornea ulcer which required a 
transplant. Because he had no money 
for daily medicine, his body started 
to reject the cornea, and it became 
cloudy. He was unable to see.

Kaydon is from a broken home. His 
father, who he rarely communicates 
with, is currently living in Florida and is 

We have been kind of keeping a secret! Faith Resale 
Downtown on Lamar is in the works and moving 
right along! We can’t wait to share more with you! 
This will be a second location. Share the good news! 

find a new church home. He is currently 
working on his GED at Faith Mission 
and hopes to work with electronics in 
the future.

One of Kaydon’s favorite Bible 
verses is Philippians 4:13 - 

“I can do all things through him
who strengthens me.” 

Kaydon said, “This place is just 
a big blessing, and they do a lot for 
us. I am just very happy to be here, 
and I am thankful for everyone here 

that helps me. I 
have discovered 
more of who God 
is and His plans 
for me. It is just 
overwhelming. 
And I like it.”

struggle. The only thing that is the same about their 
stories is the faithfulness of God. He never left them 
nor forsook them.

Another contributing factor to this “Overcoming” 
spirit is the dedicated staff at our shelters and the 
generous community we call home. God gets all the 
glory but much thanks goes out to all who support 
Wichita Falls Faith Mission through prayer and giving 
of both time and money.

Thank you for helping make all this possible.

Every Story Matters,

Steve Sparks
CEO

PAULA IS OUR Volunteer Coordinator 
at Wichita Falls Faith Mission.

Paula grew up in Holliday, TX. 
After graduating from Midwestern 
State University, she taught in the 
Holliday ISD for 28 years, initially 

teaching kindergarten thru second grade and finally 
teaching middle school. Paula has five children and five 
grandchildren ranging in age from 8-15 years old. In her 
free time, she is busy following them in all their activities.

After retiring from teaching, Paula started working for 
Wichita Falls Faith Mission in 2019. She is responsible for 
coordinating volunteers at all three locations. 

At Faith Mission for men and families, Faith Refuge for 
women and children, and Faith Resale & Donation Center, 

approximately 3,618 individuals volunteering 14,333 hours 
are needed to help with the day-to-day operations. We could 
not offer all our programs and services without their help.

At the two shelters, volunteers help cook and serve 
the meals and minister in the chapel. At the Resale Store 
we have volunteers sorting donations and helping in the 
general operations of the store.

Additionally, we have volunteers who give of their 
time as counselors, nurses, and gardeners. Also, we have 
specialized instructors who help our programmers with 
GED classes and CPR classes.

If you would be interested in volunteering with the 
Wichita Falls Faith Mission, please contact Paula at 
940-500-5911 or Paula.Hall@faithmissionwf.org.

FAITH RESALE & DONATION CENTER

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

SAVE THE DATE!

TEXOMA GIVES is a 16-hour 
day of online giving for our area 
nonprofits. Help us achieve our 

goal. For more information, 
please visit www.texomagives.org.
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