
used drugs and physically abused 
each other. “I never knew what love 
really was, much less what peace 
looked like,” said Melissa. She could 
make things chaotic in a heartbeat 
because that would push people 
away so they couldn’t hurt her or get 
to know her true self.

Melissa’s life spiraled out of 
control. Melissa started to cry out 
to God, “I need help. Save me.” God 
saved Melissa and her children by 
her being arrested. She went to jail 
for five months with two of the five 
months being spent in lockdown. 
While in lockdown, something 
stirred within her soul. She cracked 
open a Bible and began to read. God 
brought Melissa to jail so she could 
face all of her issues and prepare her 
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AS I WAS GROWING UP, my 
aunts and uncles would say, ‘Nobody 
loves you. That’s why your mom 
left you,’” stated Melissa. She was 
raised by her grandparents, who had 
already raised 12 children. Melissa’s 
grandmother was good to her and 
taught her a strong work ethic. Her 
grandfather was verbally abusive. 
The verbal abuse started coming 
from other relatives and older 
children. As a child and teenager, 
Melissa never knew she was of value 
or worthy of love. 

She was verbally abused, bullied, 
told lies to by herself and others, and 
sexually abused. At the age of 13, 
smoking weed and drinking became 
Melissa’s way to cope. When she was 
15, she turned to meth. Being an 
outcast made it hard for her to make 
friends. In fact, she only had two 
friends as she grew up. “I felt alone. I 
knew God was there, but I still felt like 
a puppet on a string being controlled 
by everyone else,” said Melissa. 

By 16 Melissa was pregnant with 
her first child. She was married at 
18. Melissa and her husband both 

for her next stop — Faith Refuge.

A lady named Ms. Althea told 
Melissa about a place called Faith 
Refuge. Ms. Althea explained it 
was a place to overcome her drug 
addiction and to learn more about 
God. Melissa’s attorney spoke to the 
judge and worked it out for her to 
join the New Beginnings program at 
Faith Refuge.

In February 2019, Melissa 
graduated from the New Beginnings 
Addiction Recovery Program. She 
also graduated from Faith Refuge’s 
Career Academy in April 2019. As she 
reflected on her time at Faith Refuge, 
Melissa said, “I have encountered so 
much love and peace here. Before I 
came to Faith Refuge, no one could 
love me for just me. They wanted me 
for what I could do for them.”

Melissa’s life is being restored 
by God’s mercy. Melissa has a 
relationship with her Savior, Jesus 
Christ, and is now able to spend time 
with her children. She is working 
and waiting for a letter of acceptance 
to a local college.

The question then becomes, “How do I want my 
blessings to bless others.” I think we would all agree 
we don’t want our resources to go for attorney fees and 
taxes. This is where thoughtful, deliberate planning 
pays off. 

Pam and I pray that the money we leave behind will 
increase God’s Kingdom. That has been our life’s work, 
and we hope it will continue after we are gone. We don’t 
need our names on a plaque, but we do want to leave 
this world better than when we found it. To us, that 
includes leaving our money in the hands of someone 
that will continue that work. 

May God Bless you as you serve Him.

FA I T H  R E S A L E  A N D  D O N AT I O N  C E N T E R

THE OLDER WE GET, the more Pam and I think about 
leaving something behind when we leave this world. We 
have worked in the ministry for over 40 years, and we 
know that God will be faithful to complete the work He has 
begun through us. But when we are finished on this earth, 
we still want the blessings we have received to continue 
the work.

We used to think that leaving a gift in our will was 
only for the wealthy. But the more I see God at work here 
at Wichita Falls Faith Mission, the more I am convinced 
that God works through our faithfulness in ways we could 
never imagine.

You don’t have to own glass slippers to leave a gift 
in your will. You only have to be faithful and let God do 
the rest. All of us have people and causes that are dear to 
our hearts. Our families, for instance. We are taught in 
the Bible that we should take care of our families. No one 
would expect a person to do any less.

“I once
     was lost. . .”

Glass Slippers

“I love this thrift store. You 
never know what you will find. 
I love coming here because I 
know that my money is going 
to help the homeless.” 

— Kym, a regular customer

Caption....

Store Hours: Monday-Friday, 10:00 am to 6:00 pm

“I felt alone. I knew God 

was there, but I still felt like 

a puppet on a string being 

controlled by everyone else.”

Melissa graduated from Faith Refuge’s addiction recovery 
program and the job readiness program. Currently, she is 

working at a job and rebuilding family relationships.
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